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Sister of Providence

St. Mary-of-the-Woods, Indiana




| Family Roots

My parents, Edna Ashley Mclntyre and Robert
Mclntyre, welcomed me into the world on
March 10, 1933. At that time, our family was
living in Eaton, Ohio.

One of six children, I was fourth in the line-up:
Marjorie, Robert, Marilyn (S. Regina Marie,
SP), myself, Phyllis and Rosemarie.

My father died at the age of 38, leaving my
mother to raise us. We moved to Richmond,
Indiana.

Our mother wanted us to be taught by the Sisters
of Providence. The sisters had taught her and
Mother was very fond of them. Mother’s two
favorite teachers were Sister Anna and Sister
Maria Gratia. (Congregation lore has it that
Sister Anna was always misplacing things

so Sisters of Providence often ask Sister Anna to
find their lost ittems.
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K Growing Up

Sister Marie Gratia was one of the founding
sisters of our mission to China. Because she was
superior of that foundation, she was given the
title of Mother Marie Gratia.

Above all my mother was a woman of deep
faith. She attended mass daily. On school days
we rode the city bus to St. Mary’s Church,
attended Mass then mother would see us to
school. She would then walk to work. She was a
bookkeeper in an insurance office. After school,
we walked to mother’s office and all took the
bus back home.

I believe it was her faith that enabled my mother
to bear the sorrow of the deaths of two of her
children. Our sister Phyllis died during infancy,
Our brother Bob survived his service in the
Korean War but died at the age of 41 of cancer.
He left a wife and two young daughters.







At the time, the Community allowed a sister to
visit her parents only once a year. The superior
told us that Sister Regina Marie and I could

visit our mother while she was alive or attend her
wake and funeral services.

Our mother wanted us to attend the funeral so
that we could comfort the other members of our
family, In spite of mother’s wishes, S. Regina
Marie and I chose to visit Mother while she was
alive.
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Providence took care of us however. My
mother lived longer than expected and died the
following year. Sister Regina Marie and I could
attend her funeral services. What a gift of

- Providence!

.

Many happy memories fill my heart. I have
saved many letters from my mother. They
are precious to me and grow more and more
precious each year.
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I remember Mother was an excellent cook. She
was also an accomplished seamstress and made
most of our clothes. Mother was a wonderful
story teller and often played games with us. She
even taught herself to play the piano!

We lived in a house with a large yard and
spent hours playing outside. The family raised
chickens and I loved playing with them.

After graduation from elementary school

in 1950, I decided to go to high school at
Providence Juniorate at St. Mary of the Woods.

I was 17 years old when I entered the Sisters of
Providence. We received our religious names
when we were postulants. My religious name
was S. Elaine. When we had the choice to return
to our baptismal names, I chose to return to my
baptismal name - Patricia.
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[ have many old photographs. They trace the
path of my life from my childhood to the present

~ day. [ especially love looking at the photos from
=1 my childhood. I also enjoy looking at the ones
' from my life as a Sister of Providence.

s At times, [ come across a photo of myself and
say, “Did I really do that?”
o0 Did [ really cantor the 2001 celebration of my
- Golden Jubilee?

In 2004, did I really play the part of Mother

4 Theodore during the 150th anniversary of the

founding of St. Meinrad Abbey?
5

N Have I really celebrated more than 60 years of
' religious life? Yes I have! [ am happy that I did!
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During my thirty years as an elementary teacher,

| taught each of the grades from first through ff.‘a
eighth. I loved teaching the primary grades the ?'a.
most. P
At one time [ had 73 first and second graders in '%
one room. You have to be a happy person to do E’;’
that!

i

Besides teaching, [ spent 24 years in a variety
of ministries: pastoral assistant, library media
assistant, and ministering with our sisters in our
health care.
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In 1963, | completed my undergraduate studies
at St. Mary of the Woods College with a major &
in education. I earned my master’s degree in

elementary education from Indiana University at
Bloomington.
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Sisters of Frovidence:

Saint Mary-of -the-Waads

Wark Place and Ministry Histary
5. Patricia Mclntyre

FromDate ToDate Dioz  Waork Place | Ministry
01/1851  08/1951 IND  Noitiate, St Mary-of-the-Woods, [N
- Postulant "
0B/1951 081853 IND  Nowitiate, St Mary-of-the-Woods IN. /. ::
. _ Novice _ Fiy
09/1853 081856 GRY St John the Baptist, Whiting, IN -
Grade 1 o
08/1956  0B/1958 IND St Paul Sellersburg, iN oLv
Grade 1,2 ‘:.'.
0%/1958 081880 R Blessed Sacament, Burlington NG Wt
o Grade 1 Werk:Place and Mintstry Histary O
03/1950'  D8/1962 BO St Palrick; Staneham, MA : SyFAESENCIiS o
Grade 1 ; : N -
- o : afan _ Y From Date ToDats. Dioc  Work Place I Ministry —_— B
03/1882  0B/1965 IND &.élr:!ﬂajay:.sﬁlmwnsbufg. [N :::‘:: QBFBPA' T Saced Lead Sr.hn.ﬂl. Teme Haule, IN ::
(031965 01966 (IND  Catnedral Grade School, indpls., RS | Jessta(ome 2
LA rilin TRt B SO oBrisEE 082001 IND HeaJmCarESe_mmﬂs. SMW, IN .
00/1966  0B/1968 IND  Holy Family, NewAlbany, N (il ) s &
g . Grade 5 &7 8 - SO 08/2001 082008 IND  Woods Day GH:‘&:PN.-E?I'I:.I-DL IR -
0B/1968  OB/1870 IND  Haly Family, New Albany [N s _ Ly RO e
Grads 2 Mo Cg/2008 0772011 S -
091570 081973 IND St Malachy, Brownsburg, IN o ROMDESS
Grade 2 M osoi 052015 SMW, IN o
08/1973  0B/1877 IND  Natwity, Indpis., IN Volunteer, - Resaurce Center, Ministry =
i i Grade 3 07/2015 092017 SMW, IN i . 1
‘09/i977 081879 CIN  Bethesda Hespital, Cincinnati OH Volumast, Frovicence REsoURe LR
- N Clinical Pastoral Education 082017 SMW,IN .
08/1876  DB/1SED COY St Francis Xavier, Famouth, KY. Residential S=rvice Ministry
- - Pastoral Assistant 3
09/1980 081884 IND  Hely Cross, Indpis. IN _ =
R ' Learning Center Grade 1-8 =
09/1984  0B/1965 IND  Shalom Community, Indpls. IN .
B e Assistant Director "
09/1985 10/1888  IND  Fastoral Center, Indpls. IN "
" - Receptionist M
02/1950  0B/1931 IND  Indianapolis Public School #93 Indpis,, IN & .
o Library-Media Assistant . .
08/1981 0811982 IND  Sacred Hear School, Terre Haute, IN & =
- o - Teacher Grace4 . s
09/1952 081994 IND  Sacred Heart School, Terre Haute, IN. & x
1 Teacher Grade 7-8 " M
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Coming Home/Retirement

One of my favorite volunteer ministries was
serving as receptionist at the Woods Day Care/
Pre-school. I loved seeing the children every
day.

My life had cloudy times as well as sunny ones.

One difficult memory for me happened early

in my religious life. Our mother was diagnosed
with serious cancer that had progressed very far
before it was discovered. B
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I love looking at old photographs from my
childhood.

[ also enjoy photos from my years as a Sister of
Providence.

At times, I come across a photo of myself and
say, “Did I really do that?”

Did I really act as cantor for the 2001
celebration of my Golden Jubilee? ———— —t

In 2004, did I really play the part of St. Mother LF il R T T
Theodore Guerin during the 150th anniversary =
of the founding of Saint Meinrad’s Abbey?

Did I really celebrate 60 years of religious life
in 20117 R

Yes, I did! I am happy that I did!
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Several years ago the Archives Department g
asked each Sister of Providence to provide some # %
input that would help in telling the on-going
story of the Congregation.
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One question asked how “it is important to
those with whom you minister that the Sisters of ¢
Providence are present to them.” S
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At that time I responded: “The charism, f‘% -,
teachings and traditions of Mother Theodore LW
and our community represent who [ am. [t is my
prayer that those whose lives | touch will come

to know the Providence of God.”

This continues to be my prayer.







